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I, in iny savage ignorance, had to watch my comrades in
order to know when to rise, to kneel, or to beat the breast7'
Young Grillparzer shared Goethe's early and intense in-
terest in the theatre. He and his brothers acted in roman-
tic plays improvised by him, and manufactured their own
knightly armor and the stage settings. He was inspired by a
dramatic library which he found among his father's books,
and which included "Hamlet" and "King Lear/' but none
of the plays of Schiller and Goethe.   Lessing*s "Nathan
der Weise" he did not find to his liking.    Among other
books which fascinated him were translations of Cook's
"Voyages," Bufion's "Natural History" and, above all,
Guthrie and Gray's "Universal History," which he "de-
voured rather than read."   The first German poets he be-
came acquainted with were Gessner and Ewald Kleist
"When at last a volume of Goethe fell into his hands, he
was charmed with the hero of "Gotz von Berlichingen,"
but did not much care for the other characters.   Nor did
he fully appreciate Schiller's plays.    He read "Wallen-
stein's Lager" eagerly, but the "Piccolomini" he found
dull,  because  of  the  long  speeches.    He  preferred  a
translation of Gozzi's "Eaven" to all the dramas of Goethe,
Schiller and Shakespeare.    The boy became early aware
that he was hampered in his  dramatic recitations by
a lisp, an inherited defect which he later overcame by
imitating the example of Demosthenes.

Neither at the gymnasium nor at the university was
Grillparzer remarkable for scholarship or application, but
he soon became known among his fellow-students and to
some of his professors for his literary gifts. His father
discouraged the youthful author, although lie took a -usband, as happens that canest. "Der Sternsteinhof" (Starstone Farm, so (jailed
